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The Libertarian Idea
Libertarians, as the name implies, value liberty. The core idea is simple: everyone owns his or her own life. The Illinois Constitution puts it this way: 
“All men are by nature free and independent and have certain inherent and inalienable rights among which are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”

[image: image1.jpg]The application of this idea means that you are free to do as you choose with your own life and, by extension, your property, as long as you don't harm others or their property. “Harm” would include the use of physical force, threats, theft, or fraud, aside from self-defense. Of course, self-ownership also means that you are responsible for yourself and the consequences of your actions.
The Role of Government

To continue the quote above:

“To secure these rights and the protection of property, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.”
The purpose of government is clear: to protect us from those who would harm us. Unfortunately, we have strayed so far from our purpose that we allow our government to inflict harm on the people it is supposed to protect. Taking over half the money we earn through taxation, seizing private property, spying on us without warrant, and polluting our land and water, are just a few examples. 
The Path to Liberty
We can move our country back to being a land of individual freedom, personal responsibility, and limited government that the Founders of our country envisioned. A few key ways:
· Reduce the size of government and cut the resulting taxes
· Remove regulations on personal and commercial activities
· Repeal funding of causes, corporations, and other nations 

· Revoke the government license to pollute the environment

· Recall the military to America to protect Americans 

Each step we take towards liberty will result in a more just, prosperous, and safe society.

The Call to Patriots

Join us in building a Libertarian America. Become a Libertarian Party member (LP.org). Contribute. Volunteer to help your state (LPIllinois.org, 800-735-1776) or local (DuPageLibertarians.org) party. Work to elect a Libertarian candidate or run for office yourself. Working together, we can turn our vision of a better America into reality. 
Liberty is the only thing you cannot have unless you are willing to give it to others.


- William Allen White





No man’s life, liberty, or property are safe while the legislature is in session.


- Mark Twain (1886)





Everything that is really great and inspiring is created by the individual who can labor in freedom.


- Albert Einstein








